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ally ignored except in the case of foundling children. They are thus
described by the Philanthropic Society, founded in 1788 to provide for
such of them as had criminal associations:
they are a class which belongs to no rank of the civil community, they are
excommunicates in police, extra-social, extra-civil, extra-legal; they are links
which have fallen off the chain of society, and which going to decay, inure
and obstruct the movements of the whole machine.29
A settlement was therefore regarded as a birthright, and an indisput-
able and desirable settlement became an object of ambition with the less
prosperous classes. Towards the end of the century, it was said that a
desire to establish a right to a settlement kept in being the practice of
formal apprenticeship.30 It was also the object of the parish officers to
rid the parish of a burden by apprenticing poor children in some other
parish. Thus the law of settlement, the practice of apprenticeship and
theories on social status were inextricably interwoven, though all of
them underwent modifications in the course of the century.
The apprenticeship of parish children was regulated by the famous
Act of 1601, which enjoined that they should be bound by the parish
officers with the consent of two justices, boys till they were twenty-
four, girls till twenty-one or marriage. Under this Act the occupation
was at first either form labour or domestic service, and the children were
compulsorily billeted upon one of the ratepayers of their parish. When
the Act of 1691 added to ilie other ways of gaining asetdement that of
having served an apprenticeship of at least forty days in a parish it
became the general custom in many places to apprentice parish children
in another parish. In this case the master could not be obliged to take
the child, and a fee was given as an inducement (it was sometimes also
given under the old system), thus putting the parish child on a level,
financially, with those who benefited from endowments for apprentic-
. ing poor children, or with those whose parents could afford a small fee.
There were thus two kinds of parish apprenticeship. In one compul-
sion was applied to the master, to the parents (if there were any) and to
the child; in the other, only to the parents and the child. The latter
method is the one described by Dr Burn as being general — he gives it
-as one of the objects of the overseer * to bind out poor children appren-
tices, no matter to whom or to what trade, but to take especial care that

